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Rogue Valley Bird Day
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Ashland Merchants 
Spring Sidewalk Sale
May 18th-20th, 2018
ashlandchamber.com

May is Oregon Wine 
Month! 
Celebrate all month long with 
events and promotions at 
local wineries and restaurants 
featuring local wines. 
Visit oregonwine.org & 
southernoregonwines.org for 
happenings all across the state.
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Are you prepared for wildfire smoke 
events?
The Ashland Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with Ashland Fire & Rescue and Asante 
Ashland Community Hospital, has developed a program to help guide you in tackling this 
potentially challenging issue.

We conducted a hands-on workshop in February for our members and from that workshop 
created some short videos with key elements shared at the workshop. These include the proper 
way to wear a mask, what equipment to consider to better filter smoke from your building 
and forest practices that lead to less potential smoke. They are now available on our website, 
www.ashlandchamber.com/smoke along with a fillable Smoke Awareness Guide with advice 
on equipment and communications, the PDF slides presented at the workshop and articles 
of importance on smoke and wildfire. There are links to the Ashland Fire & Rescue site www.
ashland.or.us/smoke where you will find information on air quality, prescribed burns and more 
helpful contacts.  

In the unfortunate circumstances of smoke in our area, we have also developed tent cards that 
you can use to inform your customers during a smoke event on what actions they can take. 
These cards would be put out only during a smoke event. The statement on the customer tent 
cards says the following:

In the West, our environment, at times, can create some challenges 
for those visiting our town.  One such occurrence can be 

smoke in the air due to wildfires in the region. 
For air quality, how to get a mask, 

when should you wear a mask, and other helpful resources, go to:  
www.ashlandchamber.com/smoke and www.ashland.or.us/smoke.  

Working together for the 
health of our community

Ashland Chamber of Commerce 
Ashland Fire & Rescue 

Asante Ashland Community Hospital

May 2018

Ashland Chamber’s Business Education Series
Presents

Working together for the health of our community
Ashland Chamber of Commerce     Ashland Fire & Rescue     Asante Ashland Community Hospital

• How do I know the air quality today?

• What can I do about it?

3 Where can I get and how do I  
 properly fit a mask?

3 How can I improve the air 
 quality in my home or 
 business?

3 What can I do to support 
 efforts to improve the forest 
 environment?

To answer these questions and access the latest resources,
please go to the following websites:

www.ashland.or.us/smoke and www.ashlandchamber.com/smoke
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Business Education Series: May Workshop Google and Your Business
Google. The Search Engine. Learn how to make your business survive in a post Google Apocolypic Era. Learn about the power of Analytics. Learn how 
we are all at the mercy of the Google and how to survive the onslaught of thier regime. Google Friend or Foe? 

AdWords. Analytics. Reviews. Maps. Mobile

Ashland Chamber member and Google expert, Jim Teece, owner of Project A and Ashland Home Net has prepared some helpful insights to help you 
take Google matters into your own hands. JimTeece.com

Join us for the Google Workshop:                
Wednesday, May 16th  •  9am- 10:30am
Ashland Community Center  •  59 Winburn Way

Register at: Ashlandchamber.com/workshops
Chamber Member: $20  •  Non-Chamber Member: $30

Refreshments will be provided.

Note: If you are interested in this topic and cannot attend the morning session, the Ashland Chamber may offer a second session in the 
afternoon, depending upon demand. Talk to Dana Preston about this option at 541-482-3486 ext. 107 or members@ashlandchamber.com.

The Ashland Chamber of Commerce would like to thank the City of Ashland as our partner in business education. 

2018 4th of July Grand Marshal announcement 
For the 2018 Grand Marshals, the 4th of July Committee and Ashland Chamber Board of Directors voted to honor longtime Ashland residents 
Joyce Epstein and Mary Mastain.  This year, our theme “Ashland: Empowering Wellness through Community!” highlights our community’s 
efforts to make Ashland a wonderful place to live and work through the power of wellness.  Joyce and Mary truly embody lifelong wellness, 
community spirit and happiness all while giving back to their community.  Both Joyce and Mary have volunteered at the Ashland Chamber 
for over 20 years and were each named “Volunteer of the Year” at our Annual Dinner Awards Banquet in previous years.  They have greeted 
countless visitors and guests at the Ashland Chamber office with a smile and maybe even a song!  

Mary was a former school teacher and believes in the power of learning.  She lead Lithia Park Nature Walks for many years and volunteered with 
the Ashland Public Library, where the Jackson County Public Library Foundation honored Mary with a plaque commemorating her volunteerism 
last fall.  The plaque was installed in the Teen Reading Area of the Ashland Public Library and reads “In honor of Mary Steele Mastain, Friends of 
the Library Member and Volunteer at the Ashland Public Library since 1989”.  

Joyce is an esteemed poet and believes in the importance of art.  She still represents the SOU Schneider Museum of Art each week at the 
Ashland Chamber Greeters meetings, sharing her love of art with great pride.  Joyce and Mary are not only community leaders, but are also 
dear friends.  Friendships are key to happiness and living with true mind, body and spiritual wellness.  

With this theme and Grand Marshal announcement, we also honor the many organizations and community members who work daily to make 
Ashland special. For example, for the 2018-19 year, OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute) will celebrate their 25th anniversary.  We look 
forward to honoring lifelong learning and continued support our local institutions such as OLLI, Ashland’s public and private K-12 schools, 
higher education (SOU and RCC), our vocational schools, the Ashland Public Library, local service clubs, Ashland YMCA and more. Please help 
us in congratulating Joyce Epstein and Mary Mastain as our 2018 Grand Marshals.  As we gather together to celebrate the 4th of July in Ashland, 
share your sense of community and join the celebration with your friends and family.   

Calling all Active Service Men and Women and Veterans - The 
Ashland Chamber would like to Honor You!
The 4th of July Committee would once again like to recognize Service Men and Women of our Armed Forces and Veterans, showing appreciation 
for all they have given and continue to give to our country.  Through their service, day in and day out, they give and have given us the freedom 
that we come to celebrate on our Independence Day. There is no better time than the 4th of July to recognize and honor these men and 
women who currently serve or have served our country.  This group will meet at Triangle Park and help lead the parade along with the Ashland 
City Band and fellow dignitaries.  The group is invited to walk the 1-mile parade route or there will also be vehicles and/or trailers to help with 
transportation should assistance be needed.

If you are a veteran or an active member of our armed forces and would like to join us on the morning of the 4th of July, please RSVP to Kelsey 
at the Ashland Chamber at 541-482-3486 ext. 104 or kelsey@ashlandchamber.com.  Join us on the 4th.  We would love to honor you!

4th of July Park, Parade and Sponsorship Applications Available
Ashland’s Old-Fashioned 4th of July Celebration is our community’s biggest event and there are many ways for you to participate!

Vendor booths are available for Lithia Park. Information booths for non-profit organizations, food booths for food vendors in partnership with 
non-profit organizations or stand alone, craft and commercial booths are available as well.

Consider participating in the parade. Gather friends together and put together a neighborhood entry or create festive and fun ways to showcase 
your business or organization in this year’s event.

Sponsor the event and help be a part of Ashland’s history! For sponsorship opportunities contact Dana Preston at members@ashlandchamber.
com.

Applications are available at ashlandchamber.com/4thofjuly and booth spaces fill up fast! For more information, contact Kelsey Frantz at 
kelsey@ashlandchamber.com or 541-482-3486 ext. 104.



Member News
Recycling Plastics: Know Before You Throw 
– By Jamie Rosenthal, Recology Ashland

Global changes in recycling have taught us to take more responsibility for what we had once wishfully tossed into our curbside carts. Because 
recycling can vary so widely depending on the municipality, doing a little research before you recycle will likely increase your positive impact.

Hands down, the most confusion amongst the public is centered around plastics. Did you know that in Ashland, only three types of plastics 
should go into your recycling cart? Probably not. Perhaps you mistakenly learned to throw every piece of plastic donning the recycle symbol 
into your cart, because after all - the recycle symbol means it’s recyclable, right? Wrong. 

Upon creation, the recycle symbol was never intended to indicate the packaging is recyclable. The symbol was in fact created to identify the 
plastic resin the packaging was made of. Leading to further confusion, the symbol is not trademarked, and is in the public domain, which 
means virtually anyone can use it any way that they wish. 

Although we’ve learned that resins 1, 2 and 5 are the most valuable in the industry, “going by the numbers” is not an option, as the shape of the 
item, and its ability to survive the rigorous sorting process, comes into play. Items that break apart easily or are small enough to fall through 
cracks of sorting equipment, or get wrapped in gears of machines should not go into your cart regardless of the number.  

Until better processing technology is developed, it’s important to note that only three types of plastic should go into your cart. 1) Bottles: such 
as detergent, ketchup, and shampoo; defined as having a neck smaller than the base of the item, 2) Jugs: like what milk and juice come in, and 
3) Rigid Tubs: Opaque, thicker, like what butter and cottage cheese come in. 

Ashland Independent Film Festival and Kids Unlimited Partner to Present an 
Encore Screening of ‘Dolores’ With special guests Dolores Huerta and Peter 
Bratt
The Ashland Independent Film Festival (AIFF) and Kids Unlimited will present an encore screening of the AIFF2017 opening night hit Dolores 
on Thursday, May 3rd at 6:30pm at Kids Unlimited (821 North Riverside Avenue) in Medford. The screening will be followed by a special 
appearance by legendary activist and the subject of the documentary Dolores Huerta and the film’s director Peter Bratt. Tickets are $12 for 
the general public, and $6 for students and can be purchased at ashlandfilm.org. “We’re proud to be partnering with Kids Unlimited, a vital 
educational institution serving Medford’s Latino community, for this special AIFF MEDFORD event,” notes Richard Herskowitz, AIFF’s Artistic 
and Executive Director. This screening is proudly sponsored by J.B. Steele.

About the film

Everyone knows that Cesar Chavez formed the first U.S. farm workers’ union, but have you ever heard of the union’s co-founder, Dolores 
Huerta? One of the 20th Century’s most defiant feminists, she fought tirelessly alongside Chavez for racial and labor justice. Like so many 
powerful women of her era, Dolores and her advocacy have been sidelined and diminished. False accusations (mostly about her personal life) 
pushed Dolores out of the very union she helped create. Using beautifully woven archival footage and interviews from contemporaries and 
from Dolores herself, this provocative and energizing documentary sets the record straight on one of the most effective and undervalued 
civil and labor rights leaders in American history.

Ostra’s! Tapas and Bottle Shop announces a new program that benefits visitors 
and residents alike. 
Beginning May 18 and 19, Ostra’s will be open from 1 to 4 pm on Fridays and Saturdays for the Taste of Southern Oregon Wines at Ostras! A 
One-stop Tour of the Region’s Best Wineries – on the Plaza in Ashland. Each week, more than 15 Southern Oregon wines will be available for 
tasting and creating a mixed case (or more) in just one easy stop! Visit ostrasashland.com for more information.

Coleman Creek Construction 
Michael Hodgin, General Contractor 
695 Washington Street, Ashland Oregon 97520 
(541) 482-2299 
www.colemancreek.com
Coleman Creek offers a professional and organized approach to residential 
construction. Michael Hodgin, General Contractor, excels at assembling the 
team of designers, trades people, and artisans most suited to your project 
specifications and budget. We have special expertise in kitchens, bathrooms, 
historic homes and aging-in-place construction.

Welcome New Member
Member description as provided by our member or stated on their website

PG Long Floor Cover 
Mario Elias, Branch Manager 
1799 Sage Rd. Medford OR 97501 
(541) 630-2191 
Pglongfloorcovering.com
PG Long is the most trusted floor covering operation in Oregon, SW Washington, 
and Boise for the multi-family housing industry. From the southern Willamette 
Valley to Longview, apartment managers, management companies, and property 
owners have relied on our unrivaled commitment to superior quality, competitive 
pricing, and diligent customer service for over 25 years. Solutions, helping solidify 
our standing as the industry leader in new product introduction and consumer 
education.
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Be Involved With

Board of directors

Gary Blake Recology Ashland 
Deena Branson Branson’s Chocolate, LLC ~ Executive Committee Member
Sheila Clough Asante Ashland Community Hospital
Marie Lange Ashland Homes Real Estate ~ Past President
Mary Gardiner SOU International Programs ~ President
Debra Ingram First Interstate Bank
Julie Gurwell Hearsay Restaurant, Lounge & Garden
Elijah Katkin Brickroom
Jac Nickels Architectural Design Works  ~ Executive Committee Member
Meiwen Richards Honorary Life Member
Anne Robison The Crown Jewel
Larry Steiner Edward Jones
Eric Weisinger Weisinger Family Winery 

travel ashland committee:
Don Anway Neuman Hotel Group
Vicki Capp Ashland B&B Network/The Iris Inn B&B
Julie Gurwell Hearsay Restaurant, Lounge & Garden 
Torrie Allen Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Holly Harding Bard’s Inn/Windsor Inn/Holiday Inn Express
Graham Sheldon Ashland B&B Network/Ashland Creek Inn ~ VCB Chair
Ariel Sherman Weisinger Family Winery
Michael Stringer Mt. Ashland
Hiram Towle Mt. Ashland
Pete Wallstrom Momentum River Expeditions

staff

Sandra Slattery Executive Director
Katharine Cato Travel Ashland & Marketing Director 
Dana Welsh Operations Manager/Graphic Designer/Web Administration
Dana Preston Membership & Business Development Director
Graham Lewis  Volunteer Coordinator/Staff Photographer
Kelsey Frantz Projects and Special Events Coordinator

office volunteers

Andy Anderson, Bob Arago,  Joyce Epstein,  Barbara Field,  Claire Fincher,  Pat Franks, Bob Horton,  Lois 
Jones, Barbara Keen, John Kloetzel,  Judy Kloetzel, Brigitte Kreutz,  Mary Mastain, Trisha Mullinnix, 
Nancy Nerenberg, Judi Pocan, Joan Roberts, Marisa Stone, Annette Tannascoli, Maynard Telpner,  Jim 
Watkins and Elaine Yates.

Greeters: Please arrive by 8:00am. If you would like to host Greeters, please call Graham Lewis at the Chamber office: (541) 482-3486 ext. 103.

May 4 Sun Book Arts, 1086 Beswick Way, Ashland
May 11 Mountain Meadows, 855 Mt. Meadows Dr., Ashland
May 18 Tudor Guild, 15 S. Pioneer St., Ashland

May 25 Recology Ashland,  at the Recycling Center, 
 220 Water St., Ashland 
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