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2019 4th of July Theme and Grand Marshal 
Announcement
With the 50th Anniversary of our Sister City relationship with Guanajuato, 
Mexico being celebrated in 2019, it comes at no surprise that celebrating our 
Sister City was at the top of the list for 4th of July Theme and Grand Marshal 
nominations this year. The committee met and considered all possibilities 
and, in the end, both the committee and Ashland Chamber board decided 
that there was no better time to use the theme and Grand Marshal for the 4th 
to highlight 50 years of this incredible relationship. The official wording has 
not been finalized at press date, but we are looking towards “Celebrating 50 
Years of Friendship” or something similar to honor our Sister City this year.

With a theme of celebrating our 50-year 
relationship with Guanajuato this year, one 
person stood out above and beyond the rest 
to serve as the Ashland representative Grand 
Marshal- Señora Chela Tapp-Kocks. In the late 
1960’s, Señora Chela led a group of students 
to Mexico, bound for a beautiful community 
with many cultural and geographic 
similarities to Ashland. In 1969, the Friendship 
Committee, which later became the Amigo 
Club, was formed and the relationship grew 
from there. Without the consistent support 
and nurturing of the Sister City relationship, 
Ashland and Guanajuato would not be as 

strongly connected if it wasn’t for Señora Chela and her dedication. Similarly, we have invited an important 
delegate from Guanajuato to serve in the role of Grand Marshal as well. The 4th of July is going to be a fantastic 
celebration in 2019!

Applications to participate as a parade entry, park vendor, volunteer and sponsor, will all be available at ashlandchamber.com/4thofJuly later 
this month. We are looking forward to another wonderful celebration in 2019! For questions contact the Chamber at 541-482-3486.

Flower Basket Program-  
2019 Update and Support Needed!
Since 2015, downtown Ashland has been beautifully adorned with flower baskets from May to October. 
This project, originally initiated and funded by residents Barry & Kathryn Thalden, has sustained 
through a partnership between the City of Ashland, the Ashland Chamber of Commerce and a group 
of generous donors. Due to some critical cuts within the City budget given limited financial resources, 
the Ashland Chamber of Commerce has stepped in to raise the funds to bring the flower baskets to our 
community this year and we need your help!

Each flower basket is $325 to plant and maintain through watering and trimming throughout 
the season. Any size contribution you can make to support the program helps bring more flowers 
downtown.

Through our initial efforts of fundraising and with seed money from the City, we currently have 
enough funds to meet the minimum flower basket count to initiate the program for 2019, 
which is about 1/3rd of last year’s basket count but are hoping to raise enough money to provide 
more flowers!  We will be using multiple platforms to raise money. You can call the Ashland 
Chamber with your contribution or you can contribute through our crowdfunding campaign at:  
https://www.gofundme.com/downtown-ashland-flower-baskets Every size contribution helps bring 
these beautiful flower baskets back to our community this year.

Contributions to the Ashland Chamber of Commerce Foundation (501c3) are tax deductible 
and unless your contribution is made anonymously, we will gladly recognize you as a donor in a 
display board in front of the Chamber, in communication to the Ashland City Council and in our 
Living & Doing Business Guide.

We are looking forward to continuously showcasing our beautiful town to visitors this year and 
these flower baskets do much to enhance the charm. Thank you for the support!

Ph
ot

o 
by

 G
ra

ha
m

 L
ew

is

Ph
ot

o 
by

 G
ra

ha
m

 L
ew

is



18th Annual Ashland Independent Film Festival
The Ashland Independent Film Festival has announced its lineup for the eighteenth annual festival, April 11-15, 2019, screening in venues across 
Ashland. The year’s selections include over 150 films chosen from more than eight hundred submitted to the festival, or specially selected by AIFF 
Artistic and Executive Director Richard Herskowitz. The entire program, including information about show times, live performances, art exhibits, 
filmmaker TalkBack panels, children’s programs, and more is now online at ashlandfilm.org.

Many screenings feature Q&A sessions with the over 100 visiting filmmakers, film subjects, and industry professionals attending the festival. 
Audiences will have the opportunity to rub elbows with filmmakers at the Opening Night Bash at the Ashland Springs Hotel and over a late-
night drink at the AIFF AfterLounge, hosted by a different restaurant every night. The physical box office is located at the Information Kiosk at the 
Downtown Ashland Plaza beginning March 25, 2019 from 4-6 p.m. Ticket ordering begins for AIFF Members on March 25, and for the general public 
on March 31. Memberships, tickets, as well as more information about films, special events, and parties are available online at ashlandfilm.org.

Introducing Ashland’s Coolest New Waste Reduction Program -  
“Lend Me a Plate (LMAP)”
The City of Ashland is a special place - after all, you’re here. Most residents would agree that Ashlanders tend to care more about the climate, 
including what we can collectively do to reduce our imprint on the earth. 

One of the more unique, and completely free, resources available to residents interested in preventing waste is “Lend Me A Plate”, or “LMAP” for 
short. Very few programs of this nature exist in other communities. 

LMAP is volunteer-maintained by the Southern Oregon Master Recyclers in Action (SOMRA), and run out of the Ashland Recycle Center on Water 
Street. This program was launched in response to members of the community noticing the seemingly needless and wasteful overuse of disposable 
dishes, cups, plates, cutlery, and napkins thrown away at big events such as weddings, BBQs, and various event gatherings. 

Try to remember how full the trash cans were when you last attended an event where disposables were used - it’s wild how fast those cans fill up. 
If you need help remembering how wasteful people can be, just take a stroll through Lithia Park during the Summer – those cans are loaded with 
disposables. 

LMAP offers borrowers an alternative to using disposable items at events by offering durable, reusable options instead. To find out more, or to 
submit a request to borrow, go to https://somra.org/lend-me-a-plate/. 

This month, or Earth Month as it’s called, please consider using LMAP for your next event or gathering where food will be served, and please 
remember to tell people about it. 

A TASTE OF ASHLAND 2019 Offers the best of Southern Oregon - Pairing 
Ashland’s galleries with regional wineries and local restaurants!
Celebrating its 30th year, the Ashland Gallery Association’s signature fund-raising event, A Taste of Ashland is on Saturday and Sunday, April 
28th and 29th from noon to 4p.m. Foodies and wine connoisseurs, local and traveled, follow a map to 17 galleries, viewing art while discovering 
Ashland’s best restaurants, the region’s best wines, and more. For a complete list of pair¬ings go to www.atasteofashland.com

New this Year: The Ashland Springs Hotel will be hosting Ashland Gallery Association artist members Pop-Up Art Show.  

Tasters will have the opportunity to vote for their favorite restaurant, winery and gallery using a ballot for the Taster’s Choice award. By doing so, 
their name will be entered into a drawing for two weekend passes to A Taste of Ashland 2020.

Tickets for A Taste of Ashland are: $65 for both Saturday and Sunday, $55 for Saturday only and $45 for Sunday only. De¬spite demand, tickets to 
the Taste remain limited so as to ensure that it is not over-crowded. A free shuttle by AllAboard Trolley, will offer rides to all galleries, and most are 
within walking distance.

For tickets and more information about A Taste of Ashland 2019 a complete list of pairings go to: www.atasteofashland.com or call 541-951.9442. 
LOCAL TICKET OUTLET: Ashland Art Center 357 East Main St., Ashland. Tickets can also be purchased and wine glasses picked up prior to A Taste 
weekend at the Ashland Plaza Kiosk from 12 noon to 2p.m April 20st through April 26th. The Kiosk will open at 11a.m. on April 27th and 28th.

Member News

Y O U R  C H A M B E R  A T - A - G L A N C E
Lithia Artisans Market
April-mid November
Along Calle Guanajuato
Lithiaartisansmarket.com

29th Annual Ashland 
Community Bike Swap
April 6th 
Ashland Parks & Recreation: 
541-488-5340 
Rvtd.org/bikeswap

18th Annual Ashland 
Independent Film 
Festival
April 11th-15th 
Ashlandfilm.org

Rogue Valley Earth 
Day Event
April 20th
Roguevalleyearthday.net

A Taste of Ashland
April 27th & 28th
Sponsored by Ashland 
Gallery Association
ATasteOfAshland.com



Kaarma Distribution Company
Contact: Sumesh Bakshi, Owner
1908-D Ashland St. Ashland OR 97520
(541) 708-6700
Kaarmadistributionco.com
It was a great orientation and overview of Ashland Chamber of commerce and how it 
helps Businesses to get known in the community. As we discussed below is the small 
description of our business. Kaarma Indian Groceries is Southern Oregon Valley’s first 
exclusive shop for Indian groceries. We promote cooking with Organic products and 
authentic spices. We have an extensive stock of ready to eat, Frozen food items and many 
Auyrvedic products. We have a wide selection of Indian breads like Naan’s, Roti’s and 
stuffed Paratha’s. We are work in progress and gradually adding on more material, variety 
and products to our range. Our little store believes in HEALTHY FOOD FOR HEALTHY 
FAMILY. We are a store for the community and aspire to fulfill the requirements of food 
lovers in the valley. We are always open to your suggestions and advice to enhance your 
shopping experience at KAARMA.

Masterpiece Christian Fine Arts 
Foundation
Contact: Jeanne Randall, President and Executive Director
17575 Hwy. 66, Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 601-7496
www.mcfineartsfoundation.org
Founded in 2007 Masterpiece Christian Fine hosts traveling fine art exhibits, sponsors 
annual conferences and workshops and commissions artists to create Biblically themed 
art for current culture. Masterpiece carries on the traditions of classical art ideology 
practiced from the Renaissance down through 19th century, teaching, exhibiting and 
promoting manifestations of unparalleled technical excellence, which throughout 
history result in great works of lasting beauty. Contemporary artists offer their spin and 
current splashes of brilliance on these themes and techniques resulting in modern artistic 
intrigue. Masterpiece hopes to bring a permanent art facility to Ashland in 2020.

Pelindaba Lavender Ashland 
Contact: Brittany Beugli, Owner
30 N. Main St., Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 482-2233
Pelindabalavender.com/ashland
Opened in July 2018, Pelindaba Lavender Ashland is located across from the Plaza on Hwy 
99/N Main Street in the heart of historic downtown Ashland amidst other locally owned 
boutiques, galleries, restaurants and cafes.

Welcome New Members
Member description as provided by our member or stated on their website

Member to Member 
Business Works!
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Press For Oil
Contact: Kim Lodwich & Sharon Proulx, Owners
60 E. Main St., Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 625-9225
Pressforoil.com
Coming soon!  Press For Oil is located near the Plaza at 60 E. Main Street in the heart of 
historic downtown Ashland. Treat yourself to an incredible tasting experience with flavors 
from Italy, Spain, Chile, South Africa, Australia and many other exotic locations! Our extra 
virgin olive oils and balsamic vinegars are always fresh and guaranteed to bring the best 
flavor to your cooking. Come on in and “Try Before You Buy” to experience many olive 
oil and balsamic vinegar combinations for your cooking enjoyment.  In addition to our 
amazing olive oils and balsamic vinegars, we also carry specialty items such as sea salts, 
spices, olives, olive leaf teas, beauty products and more!

Rogue Coworks
Contact: Jacek Zagorski, Owner
64 N. Pioneer St. Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 941-3252
http://gorogue.com
Ashland Coworking Office Space- Do you need a great place to work in a quiet, relaxed, 
inspiring atmosphere with like-minded, passionate freelancers, entrepreneurs and 
telecommuters who work hard and want to get things done? Our coworking space is for 
you. Whether you’re looking for a space for only a few hours, a couple days, a few weeks to 
a couple months or even an occasional use of the conference room, we can accommodate 
your needs, temporary or long term – right here in the middle of downtown Ashland. 
Downtown Ashland is a vibrant area with many good restaurants, coffee shops, and 
street musicians. Lithia Park, Oregon Shakespeare Festival and hiking trails are all within a 
few blocks. Workspaces in shared office as well as private offices are available. 

Rogue World Music
Contact: Val Rogers, Executive Director
223 5th St., Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 206-3326
www.rogueworldmusic.org
Our mission is building community and cultural awareness through world music - 
performance, education, and participation. We bring the world closer to home by 
producing the Ashland World Music Festival annually on the third weekend in May in 
partnership with the Ashland Parks & Recreation Commission. The event includes a 
full day of FREE world music concerts in Lithia Park, plus activities such as storytelling, 
participatory dances & workshops, kids activities and more. We sponsor the Rogue World 
Ensemble, an adult community choir that performs choral & dance programs featuring 
different cultural traditions of the world. And we teach world music to children in Rogue 
Valley elementary schools through our Choristers program. We also host additional 
participatory community music/dance parties with a cultural focus throughout the year 
as well.

While They Happily Wait Pet Care
Contact: Tricia DeFelice
(917) 602-9074
www.whiletheyhappilywait.com
Peace of mind for you and quality care for your beloved pets and home while you are 
away. Professional, high quality, insured, bonded and certified in Animal First Aid and 
CPR. Day visits and overnight stays -- we do it all. Dog Walking, kitty sitting! We also like 
turtles, fish, hamsters, bunnies and chickens and plants.   
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Be Involved With

Board of directors

Gary Blake Recology Ashland 
Deena Branson Branson’s Chocolate, LLC ~ Executive Committee Member
Sheila Clough Asante Ashland Community Hospital
Marie Lange Ashland Homes Real Estate ~ Past President
Mary Gardiner SOU International Programs ~ President
Debra Ingram First Interstate Bank
Julie Gurwell Hearsay Restaurant, Lounge & Garden
Elijah Katkin Brickroom
Jac Nickels Architectural Design Works  ~ Executive Committee Member
Meiwen Richards Honorary Life Member
Anne Robison The Crown Jewel
Larry Steiner Edward Jones
Eric Weisinger Weisinger Family Winery 

travel ashland advisory committee:
Don Anway Neuman Hotel Group
Michael Biggs Peerless Hotel & Restaurant 
Vicki Capp Stay Ashland/The Iris Inn B&B
Julie Gurwell Hearsay Restaurant, Lounge & Garden 
Torrie Allen Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Graham Sheldon Stay Ashland/Ashland Creek Inn 
Ariel Prescott Weisinger Family Winery
Michael Stringer Mt. Ashland
Hiram Towle Mt. Ashland ~ Chair
Pete Wallstrom Momentum River Expeditions

staff

Sandra Slattery Executive Director
Katharine Cato Travel Ashland & Marketing Director 
Dana Welsh Operations Manager/Graphic Designer/Web Administration
Dana Preston Membership & Business Development Director
Graham Lewis  Volunteer Coordinator/Staff Photographer
Kelsey Frantz Projects and Special Events Coordinator

office volunteers

Andy Anderson, Bob Arago, Michael Bowman, Joyce Epstein, Jane Ferguson, Barbara Field, Claire Fincher, 
Lou Franks, Pat Franks, Bob Horton, Lois Jones, Barbara Keen, John Kloetzel, Judith Kloetzel, Brigitte 
Kreutz, Bill Marn, Debra Marn, Sue Nelson, Nancy Nerenberg, Tracy Palermini, Michael Pavlik, Judi 
Pocan, Nancy Quintanilla, David Stone, Marisa Stone, Annette Tannascoli, Jim Watkins and Elaine Yates.

Greeters: Please arrive by 8:00am. If you would like to host Greeters, please call Graham Lewis at the Chamber office: (541) 482-3486 ext. 103.

5 bookAirHop, 16 Knoll Crest Dr., Ashland
12 Thai Pepper, 84 N. Main, Ashland

19 Paddington Family of Stores, at 300 E Main St., Ashland
26 Oak Knoll Golf Course, 3070 Hwy 66, Ashland

Photo by Graham Lewis 

Ribbon Cutting for 
Rogue Valley Metaphysical 
Library
March 15, 2019


