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Ashland Merchants Fall 
Sidewalk Sale
September 6th – 8th, 2019 
ashlandchamber.com
 

MakerFest 2019 
Sunday, September 15th 
– inventions, technology, crafts 
and food 
scienceworksmuseum.org 

RSVP today for the 
Annual Dinner 
Thursday, October 3rd 
ashlandchamber.com
 

Varsity World Film Week 
October 4th – 11th 
ashlandfilm.org

Save the Date for the 
13th Ashland Culinary 
Festival 
November 7th – 10th 
travelashland.com

To our business friends and 
civic partners:
We are approaching a time of year that is always tremendously exciting on the 
campus of Southern Oregon University, and I hope each of you throughout 
the community share our enthusiasm. SOU students will soon be back for 
the start of our new academic year – a rebirth for all of us, and an annual 
reminder of the vitality our university brings to the city, region and state.

We expect to enroll more than 6,000 students for Fall Term. In demographic 
terms, that number is equal to more than 28 percent of Ashland’s year-
around population. In practical terms, 6,000 students – plus more than 600 
employees – amount to a tremendous opportunity.

Most of those in our campus community shop, dine, recreate, vote, pay taxes 
and participate in the greater Ashland community. A majority live here – 
while school is in session, if not throughout the year.

Our mission at SOU is to engage with our region as we serve learners throughout their lives – those 
who are straight out of high school and those who recognize during their careers that additional 
learning will help them reach new or existing goals. Our vision is to provide all of our learners 
with the tools they need to achieve successful lives of purpose.

The students who are your customers or clients today may be your employees tomorrow. They 
are gaining skills and experience that will enable them to be the future leaders of our community 
and region.

SOU is clearly a significant part of Ashland. I personally invite you to engage with us – interact 
with our students and employees, participate in our events and enjoy the facilities and amenities 
of our campus.

My best to you now and throughout the year,
Linda Schott 
President, Southern Oregon University

In Memory of Duane Smith
Past President and longtime Ashland resident and business owner, Duane Smith, passed away 
June 4, 2019. Duane was Ashland Chamber President in 1977-78 at which time he and his family 
donated two Black Swans to Lithia Park to celebrate the opening of the Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival’s new Black Swan Theatre. Duane was a builder and developer, served on numerous 
community boards of directors and supported economic development, especially tourism. He 
loved all things mechanical and used this passion to restore the Ashland Fire Department’s first 
gasoline powered fire engine, a 1913 American-LaFrance Chemical Engine. For many years he had it 
in the 4th of July Parade. It now resides in the Ashland Fire Station lobby. Duane’s last endeavor was 
the creation and development of Lithia Springs Resort where he spent several years as innkeeper 
allowing him to share his love and knowledge of Ashland and the Rogue Valley. It is now owned 
and operated by the Neuman Hotel Group.  Duane’s enthusiasm, creative ideas and energy will 
be missed by all who knew him. 
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USDA Has More Than $400 Million Still Available  
Nationwide for Renewable Energy & Energy  
Efficiency Loan Guarantees
Funding is available through September 30, 2019

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development is seeking applications for loan guarantees to support renewable energy and 
energy efficiency improvement projects. More than $400 million is still available nationwide.

Eligible agricultural producers and rural small businesses may apply for funding through the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) to install 
renewable energy systems or make energy efficiency improvements to their operations. Loan guarantees of up to 85 percent of the project costs 
are available for projects ranging from $5,000 to $25 million.

Eligible renewable energy systems include those that produce energy from wind, solar, renewable biomass (including anaerobic digesters), ocean, 
geothermal, and small hydroelectric sources, as well as hydrogen derived from renewable sources.

“Clean and renewable energy is already proven to cut consumer costs, while helping our communities transition away from harmful fossil fuels,” 
said Oregon’s U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley, the top Democrat on the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture and Rural Development 
that funds this program. “Loan guarantees from the USDA can put energy efficiency projects and the installation of sustainable energy systems 
within reach for agricultural producers and rural small businesses across our state, and I encourage Oregonians to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to lower their operating costs.”

Applications for loan guarantees are accepted year-round. More than $400 million is available through September 30, 2019.

To discuss a potential project, contact John Holman, Energy Coordinator, (503) 414-3369. 

 

Get involved with the Chamber  
this holiday season
During the holidays, the Ashland Chamber and Travel Ashland produce the Festival of 
Light Celebration beginning on Friday, November 28th and lasting through December 
31st. We light the town with over a million lights and hold a festive parade on the 28th 
to kick off the celebration that encompasses many community festivities throughout the 
month. The entire promotion is about shopping, dining and playing locally while Travel 
Ashland invites visitors to explore the magic of the season. The Holiday Gift Guide, Give 
Back Wednesdays and Sponsorship of the Festival of Light are all great opportunities 
for businesses to gain valuable exposure to both local and visitor audiences. If you are 
interested in participating, contact us today to get involved.   

Ashland Store Owners Honored  
for Green Initiatives
Kelly Jean Cooney and Pam Hammond, co-owners of Paddington Station, were honored 
by GDA for their community involvement and installation of solar-powered panels. 

This mother-daughter duo successfully runs their family business of The Paddington 
Station Family of Stores, which is comprised of four retail locations here in Ashland. Not 
only do they act as great retail role models for store events, community involvement and 
merchandising, but now they’re leading the way to a greener, brighter future for retail.

Celebrating 46 years, Paddington Station first opened in 1973 with the Hammond Family 
taking over in 1993.  In the 26 years that followed, Paddington Station grew from Pam and 

Don running the 8,000-square-foot store solo to The Paddington Family of Stores with 40 employees, four stores and nearly 15,000 square feet of 
selling space. Following Don’s retirement, Kelly stepped into co-ownership. 

They attribute taking risks to propelling their business forward as they learn and grow from them. For example, the newest of their stores, 
Paddington Express, a permanent pop-up came after years of trying out the pop-up concept in a variety of venues and events in the community. 

Living and doing business in an environmentally conscious community like Ashland, they see themselves as all are, stewards of the earth.  As 
their family of stores expanded, they realized it is easier to set the green standard rather than wait for others to. From generating excess power by 
installing solar panels to finding creative packaging solutions with local wholesale and shipping companies, they lead by example. 

Kelly and Pam provide key insight into their eco-friendly practices. “We make recycling important. We schedule 30 minutes of tidy time in the 
morning and at night, meaning the staff actually has time to sort materials, put them in the correct receptacles and differentiate waste from 
recycling”. A few tips for others include working with your local waste management expert, being involved in your community, designating a key 
staff member and not being afraid to spend a little more for a greener supply product as it will pay off in the long run. 

You can read the full Q&A on www.giftanddec.com 

Member News
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Ashland High School Theatre
Betsy Bishop
201 S. Mountain Ave., Ashland OR 97520
https://ahstheatre.com/
541-482-8771 
betsy.bishop@ashland.k12.or.us 
Ashland High School Theatre has provided a rich performing arts program for our com-
munity in theatre, dance, music and song. Since 1988, AHS Theatre has been in partner-
ship with the Oregon Shakespeare Festival offering their directing and designing skills 
as well as mentorships and classes. Each year, over 20 theatre professionals are involved 
in their productions. AHS Theatre students go on to work on Broadway, OSF and regional 
theatres as actors, technicians, designers and directors. Students have been honored on 
the state and national level consistently over the last 2 decades. Current students and 
graduates have worked on stage at OSF as well as backstage in the Green Show. More 
than 25 graduates of AHS Theatre program have worked professionally at OSF. The tradi-
tion of excellence continues.

New York Life Insurance Company 
Catherine Greenspan 
409 Pine Street, Suite 210, Klamath Falls OR 97601 
https://www.facebook.com/cgreenspanNYL/ 
775-200-6523 
cgreenspan@ft.newyorklife.com
As your New York Life agent, I can work with you to identify your goals, understand your 
needs, and offer insurance and financial products that can help you achieve peace of 
mind. At New York Life, every decision we make, every action we take, has one overrid-
ing purpose: To be here when you, our policy owners need us. That’s how we help you 
be good at life. Focused on your goals. I can help you ensure a sound financial future for 
you, your family, and your business by providing customized recommendations based 
on your individual situation and goals.

Welcome New Members
Member description as provided by our member or stated on their website

Tacchini Agency - Farmers Insurance 
Courtney Tacchini, Agency Co-Owner 
agents.farmers.com/stacchini 
721 Main St, Suite J10, Phoenix, OR 97535 
541-535-6161 
courtney.stacchini@farmersagency.com 
The Tacchini Agency, Farmers Insurance, offers both personal and business insurance 
for property, auto, life and recreation. We are committed to providing excellent service, 
convenience and knowledge to ensure each insured walks away with confidence in 
their coverages. We are friendly, responsive and excited to be a part of this community

Member to Member Business Works!

News from Rogue Valley Mentoring
Rogue Valley Mentoring trains and supports adults to mentor youth ages 10-24 in Jackson County. We transform communities through the 
mentoring of youth! RVM is launching our brand new Mentor Partners Program. This program will cultivate instrumental mentoring connections 
between local entrepreneurs, craftspeople and youth who are curious about the interesting, inspiring career opportunities that await them! If 
you are excited about the idea of inviting a youth and their mentor to visit your place of business or perhaps would like to facilitate a craft for a 
youth circle please don’t hesitate to contact us! paula@rvmentoring.org, 503-708-6688 www.rvmentoring.org  

Taking Charge: What to Do with E-Waste and Batteries
Is that old laptop gathering dust on your shelf? What about that box of old AAAs? Can you recycle that cell phone? If you have any of these 
questions or are wondering about other types of batteries and end-of-life electronics, keep reading! 

Did you know that in 2009 the EPA estimated around 2.37 million tons of end-of-life electronics (think old monitors, phones, printers, etc.) were 
discarded, with only 25% of that amount being properly recycled? The great news is Recology Ashland has a recycling option for e-waste, and 
a safe disposal solution for batteries!

If you’re ready to get rid of those old electronics, you can take up to 7 of them per day to the Recology Valley View Transfer Station for free! 
What happens to the items once they’re dropped off? They get responsibly repurposed into raw materials which are then used to make new 
products! For more info about electronic waste, you can visit Recology Ashland’s E-Waste webpage at https://www.recology.com/recology-
ashland/electronic-universal-waste/ Cell phones can be dropped off at the Recology office on Oak St. in Ashland!

What about those pesky dead batteries? Car batteries are also accepted at Valley View Transfer Station. Alkaline batteries can be taken to Ace 
Hardware on A Street in Ashland for a small fee per pound. You can also take your rechargeable batteries to Ace Hardware for free! It’s impor-
tant that we make an effort to divert e-waste and batteries from getting dumped in the trash!Let’s work hard to keep our environment and 
neighbors safe, and remember: when it comes to safe recycling and disposal of electronics and batteries— you’re in charge!

Member News, continued

Photo by Bob Palermini
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Be Involved With

Board of directors

Gary Blake Recology Ashland 
Deena Branson Branson’s Chocolate, LLC ~ Executive Committee Member
Sheila Clough Asante Ashland Community Hospital
Marie Lange Ashland Homes Real Estate ~ Past President
Mary Gardiner SOU International Programs ~ President
Debra Ingram First Interstate Bank
Julie Gurwell Hearsay Restaurant, Lounge & Garden
Elijah Katkin Brickroom
Jac Nickels Architectural Design Works  ~ Executive Committee Member
Meiwen Richards Honorary Life Member
Anne Robison The Crown Jewel
Larry Steiner Edward Jones
Eric Weisinger Weisinger Family Winery 

travel ashland advisory committee:
Don Anway Neuman Hotel Group
Michael Biggs Peerless Hotel & Restaurant 
Vicki Capp Stay Ashland/The Iris Inn B&B
Julie Gurwell Hearsay Restaurant, Lounge & Garden 
Torrie Allen Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Graham Sheldon Stay Ashland/Ashland Creek Inn 
Ariel Prescott Weisinger Family Winery
Michael Stringer Mt. Ashland
Hiram Towle Mt. Ashland ~ Chair
Pete Wallstrom Momentum River Expeditions

staff

Sandra Slattery Executive Director
Katharine Cato Travel Ashland & Marketing Director 
Dana Welsh Operations Manager/Graphic Designer/Web Administration
Dana Preston Membership & Business Development Director
Graham Lewis  Volunteer Coordinator/Staff Photographer
Kelsey Frantz Projects and Special Events Coordinator

office volunteers

Andy Anderson, Bob Arago, Michael Bowman, Joyce Epstein, Jane Ferguson, Barbara Field, Claire Fincher, 
Lou Franks, Pat Franks, Bob Horton, Lois Jones, Barbara Keen, John Kloetzel, Judith Kloetzel, Brigitte 
Kreutz, Bill Marn, Debra Marn, Sue Nelson, Nancy Nerenberg, Tracy Palermini, Michael Pavlik, Judi 
Pocan, Nancy Quintanilla, David Stone, Marisa Stone, Annette Tannascoli, Jim Watkins and Elaine Yates.

Greeters: Please arrive by 8:00 AM. If you would like to host Greeters, please call Graham Lewis at the Chamber office: (541) 482-3486 ext. 103.

Sept. 6 Options for Helping Residents of Ashland (OHRA), 2082 East Main Street, Ashland

Sept. 13 Taj Indian Cuisine, 31 Water Street, Ashland

Sept. 20 El Tapatio, 1633 N. Hwy 99, Ashland

Sept. 27 Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church (OCA), The Shoppes at Exit 24, Phoenix
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