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OSF Allen Elizabethan 
Theatre Opens 

June 2nd, 2015 
www.osfashland.org  

AAUW 20th Anniversary 
Garden Tour 
June 7th, 2015 
www.Ashland-or.aauw.net

Ashland’s Old 
Fashioned Fourth of 
July is right around the 
corner!
Visit www.ashlandchamber.com to:
-Sponsor the Event
-Download forms and 
applications and join in the fun
 

T-shirts 
available 
at Ashland 
Chamber 
office in 
June
T-shirt designed 
by George Mejia

Welcoming Ashland’s 
valuable visitors
Summertime in Ashland is busy and for a good 
reason.  With everything there is to do here from 
cultural to culinary to outdoor adventures, many 
of the 300,000 visitors that Ashland annually 
welcomes, visit us during the summer months.  
Our highly educated visitor has good taste, thus 
Ashland’s sophisticated amenities, attractions 
and selection of over 100 restaurants continue 
to thrive.  Ashland is a premier destination in 
Southern Oregon and we thank YOU, the business owners that work hard to welcome visitors 
with hospitality and excellent service.  We thank our volunteers, totaling over 100, that best serve 
them with a smile and information.  The Ashland Chamber’s Plaza Information Booth opened 
Memorial Day weekend to greet these visitors. The 2015 – 2016 In & About Visitor Guide, the 
premier response piece to all visitors inquires, recently published,  provides information and 
inspiration to visiting Ashland.   

Tourism in the state is a $10.3 billion dollar industry, directly generating 101,000 jobs and indirectly 
41,000 jobs.  If your business serves a visitor, you are an important part of the statewide and 
local economy.  The Ashland Chamber’s Visitor & Convention Bureau along with its committee 
members work hard to promote Ashland year-round.  We wish you a successful season ahead 
and don’t forget to recommend the Itinerary ideas found both on ashlandchamber.com and in 
our Visitor Guide so visitors can enjoy Ashland, as they like it.   

3rd Annual Ashland Innovators Conference-  
An Innovative Success!
The third annual Ashland Innovators Conference, held on May 18th, brought focus to local farms, 
value added food product creators and the local beer and wine industries in southern Oregon. 
Industry leaders shared their perspective on current challenges, opportunities and avenues for 
future growth. These business owners and product manufacturers shared their stories, offering 
insight on the industry as a whole and inspired others who may be interested in following their 
pursuits as well. The Ashland Chamber would like to thank our sponsors, volunteers, panelists 
and participants that helped to deliver a well-organized, educational celebration of the Food 
and Beverage Industries.  

The day kicked off with a welcome and special thank you address from Ashland Chamber 
Executive Director, Sandra Slattery, and event emcee Dr. Greg Jones, Director of the Division of 
Business, Communication and the Environment at SOU gave a broad overview of how the day 
would go and what audience members would learn. He also offered an economic impact and 
showcased impressive growth within the viticulture and agricultural realms.

The first panel, facilitated by Dr. Vincent Smith, Assistant Professor of Sociology and Environmental 
Studies from SOU, featured Amber Fry from Fry Family Farms, David Mostue-Nesbit of Dunbar 
Farms, Maud Powell of OSU Extension- Small Farms and Damon Jones, Larks Home Kitchen 
Cuisine/the Neuman Hotel Group.  Overcoming obstacles and discovering opportunity for small 
farms in the valley was the theme of the panel. The connection to restaurants, whether direct or 
via distribution channels and a focus on infrastructure development were common comments 
panelists shared.

The second panel was facilitated by Katharine Cato, Director of Sales & Marketing for the 
Ashland Chamber and Director of the Visitor & Convention Bureau and focused on producers 
of value-added food and beverage products. Panelists included Deena Branson from Branson’s 
Chocolates, Sheila Carder from Sun Stone Artisan Bakery, Dee Fretwell with EcoTeas, Richard 

Learn More at:
ashlandchamber.com
and our Business Portal 
ashlandbusinessresource.com
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continued on page 2 . . .

Ashland’s Old - Fashioned 

           Ashland Chamber of Commerce
                 

4th of July

 Be Active,
    Live Healthy!

2015

C E L E B R A T I O N



P R O J E C T S  &  P R O G R A M S

The Paddington Jewel Box’s Spring “Girls’ Night In Party” Featuring a Special Guest
It’s time once again for our Spring Girls’ Night In Party at The Paddington Jewel Box! “The Girls’ Night In Party” will take place on June 
11th from 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. and will be featuring a special guest. Come meet Joan Bradley Reedy, daughter of Vera Bradley and sister 
of Co-Founder Barbara Bradley Baekgaard and celebrate Vera Bradley’s latest releases. As Vera Bradley’s Brand Ambassador, Joan 
will enlighten and entertain with personal anecdotes about Vera Bradley’s history, designs and the remarkable women behind it all.

The Paddington Jewel Box will also be showcasing its new expansion area and featuring live music, complimentary hors d’oeuvres 
and wine and a showcase of raffles and prizes throughout the evening. Drawings will be held every 15 minutes for the chance to win 
a prize. We hope you are able to join us for this special evening! The event is free.

Fujas from Rising Sun Farms, Francis Plowman from Rogue Creamery and Jared Rennie from Noble Coffee Roasting. Conference attendees 
learned the background of each of these businesses, how the owners developed their passion over time and best practices they learned along 
the way. These proud business owners truly spoke to their values and advised fellow business owners to be confident that, in starting out, you 
don’t know what you don’t know. Overcoming challenges were addressed as well and panelists agreed, if you hold true to your values these 
challenges will become opportunities down the way.

Our final panel addressed the wine and beer industries in southern Oregon. Facilitated by Ashland Chamber Board Member, Eric Weisinger of 
Weisinger Family Winery, this panel consisted of Michael Moore from Quail Run Vineyards, Ruth Garvin from Cliff Creek Cellars, Ray Cato from 
Caldera Brewing Company and Brandon Overstreet from Swing Tree Brewing Company. Both the wine and beer industries are experiencing 
expansive growth in the southern Oregon region. From a winery perspective, the region is challenging to define as the climate offers southern 
Oregon the ability to grow a variety of grapes, above and beyond the capacity of other regions. For example, Northern Oregon is known for its 
Pinot Noir. Southern Oregon, on the other hand, is diverse and known for quality wine overall but not a singular varietal. Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, 
Tempranillo, Viognier and Malbec are some local standouts. From a beer and brewery perspective, beers in Oregon, are getting better, faster and 
stronger than other parts of the country due to collaborative efforts between breweries.

The informative afternoon ended with a networking reception, giving panelists and attendees the opportunity to connect with one another 
and continue and develop opportunities for collaboration. For more information on these industries through economic impact and video 
storytelling visit www.ashlandbusinessresource.com.

Ashland’s Old Fashioned Fourth of July Honors 
Two Grand Marshals 
The 2015 celebration of Ashland’s Old Fashioned Fourth of July will recognize two distinguished 
individuals as Grand Marshals, both with long standing ties to our community and our country.  
Each represent health and longevity at over 90 years old.

This year the Ashland Chamber of Commerce Old Fashioned Fourth of July Celebration will 
recognize Dan Bulkley and Stan Smith, aka Mr. Raider. Dan epitomizes healthful living. Now into 
his late 90s, Dan has been a long time community supporter of SOU, Mt. Ashland and various 
service organizations. He was one of the original Snowmen and was instrumental in starting Mt. 
Ashland. Meanwhile he served as a Professor and a coach at Southern Oregon University, starting 
the track and field program and the current track is named in his honor. As an athlete, Mr. Bulkley holds age group world records in skiing, track 
and field and five Hall of Fame records acknowledging his career as an athlete and coach. Currently, he is still actively involved in the Nordic 
Club.

Stan Smith, aka Mr. Raider, is a veteran of the US Navy and a long time SOU athletics supporter. He is the oldest living member of the 1946 
SOU football team- a team that went undefeated that year. He helped start the SOU Raider’s golf tournament that now serves as their largest 
fundraising effort each year. Mr. Raider earned his nickname because after all of these years he never misses an SOU home football game and is 
a valuable fan and supporter of the team.

Please help the Ashland Chamber of Commerce Fourth of July Committee recognize these men for their efforts, accomplishments and helping 
the community remember to Be Active, Live Healthy! 

Beautiful Hanging Baskets- Sponsors Needed!
If you’ve been downtown, near the plaza or on Lithia Way lately, you may have seen the beautiful 
flower baskets hanging from the larger cobra poles. In partnership with the City of Ashland and 
residents Barry and Kathryn Thalden, 66 flower baskets are now thriving downtown and will be 
up through October. The Ashland Chamber would like to thank the following individuals and 
organizations for sponsoring the baskets thus far:

-Oregon Shakespeare Festival (10)
-John L Scott Real Estate (2)
-Allen and Karen Drescher
-Paddington Station 
-Ashland Homes Real Estate
-Yala

There are a few hanging baskets left that need sponsorship. If you are interested, please contact Dana Preston at the Ashland Chamber. 
541-482-3486 ext. 107 or members@ashlandchamber.com. Thank you for helping make the community of Ashland a vibrant, beautiful place 
to live and visit.

continued . . .
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Organic Alcohol 
Contact: Aaron Glover, Founder/General Manager
650 Mistletoe Rd., Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 201-1050
www.organicalcohol.com
The Organic Alcohol Company was born out of the ashes of our Organic Distillery, 
known as Alchemical Solutions, after it was destroyed in a catastrophic fire in 2012. 
Our distillery was established in 2001 in the pristine Rogue Valley. As Oregon’s first 
and oldest Organic Distillery, OAC has been producing the finest, pharmaceutical 
and beverage grade organic spirits for over a decade. With a strong commitment to 
supporting the environmental and economic health of the Rogue Valley, our growing 
Organic Alcohol Team and their families love being part of this amazing Southern 
Oregon community. 

Southern Oregon Wine Scene –  
The Jacksonville Review
Contact: Whitman Parker, publisher 
220 E. California St., Jacksonville, OR 97530
(541) 899-9500
Jacksonville Publishing proudly produces two very local lifestyle magazines, The 
Jacksonville Review and Southern Oregon Wine Scene. 

When publisher Whit Parker took the reins of the Review in 2008, he quickly 
transformed it into THE source of all things “Jacksonville.” After rebranding and 
repurposing it from a traditional small town newspaper into an eye-catching lifestyle 
magazine, the Review tells the story of one of Southern Oregon’s favorite small towns 
and the people who live there. Learn more at www.jacksonvillereview.com.

While transforming and building the Review,  Parker  worked alongside dozens of 
winery owners, collaborating with them to tell the story of a rapidly-changing wine 
industry and the people making it happen. This May, a new publication was launched 
to tell another very special local story – the story of the Southern Oregon Wine Scene. 
Learn more at www.sowinescene.com.

During his tenure, Whit has come to understand the importance of cultural capital - 
that a vibrant arts scene, music scene, culinary scene and Wine Scene are improving 
livability in Southern Oregon, driving local tourism and economic development 
along the way.  To drive the message home, the pages of the Jacksonville Review and 
Southern Oregon Wine Scene contain an editorial message advocating a strong “shop 
local” and “drink local” message. Cheers to working together!

For more information, email or call Whit Parker at Whitman@jacksonvillereview.com 
or 541-899-9500.

BYKAT
Contact: Katrina Tan, Web Developer
2305 Ashland St. Ste. C #154, Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 301-0582
www.bykat.net
Hi, name is Kat, and I’m a web developer. I work with bloggers, artists, graphic/
web designers, and small business owners. I mostly build and code websites. All 
this means is that I convert design prototypes into the interactive interfaces that 
we love and see on the web. I’m extremely meticulous and the websites I build are 
made with care.

Services:
• Web Development: Whether the site you want to build is on WordPress or 

Squarespace or even a straight up vanilla HTML webpage, I can build it.
• Mobile-friendly: People use mobile devices to consume news and stories. I’ll 

make sure that your sites look great on devices big or small.
• Theme customization: If you have your heart set on a pre-made theme, no 

problem. We’ll look at it together and determine if it’s a good fit and if it is, I’ll 
help you set it up and customize it just the way you like it.

• Site tweaks: Change gets a bad rap, but you know what, we all need to change 
it up a bit sometimes, right? It’s healthy… and exciting! Like a good makeover, 
a font change or color update can do just the trick to freshen up your site.

• Tutoring: If you want to learn more about WordPress, Squarespace, Photoshop 
--- you name it --- I can help!

Friends of the 
Oregon Caves & Chateau
Contact: Sue Densmore
2000 Caves Highway, Cave Junction, OR 97522
(541) 944-1139
www.friendsOCAC.org
We are a non-profit organization cooperating with the National Park Service 
(NPS), bureau of the United States Department of Interior, in the preservation, 
stewardship and improvement of cultural and natural resources of the Oregon 
Caves National Monument. The Oregon Caves and the Chateau are unique assets 
of national significance that contribute to the identity and economic well-being 
of the local community. The Oregon Caves Chateau, a national landmark and 
the primary historic structure in the Oregon Caves National Monument is one 
of the three publicly owned, historic lodges of Oregon that provide overnight 
accommodations. The furnishings and setting create a feeling of nostalgia that is 
unforgettable.

The Oregon Caves and Chateau have not had a Friends Groups since the 1950’s. The 
Friends will be raising the needed funds to restore the interior and the furnishings 
and to show local, statewide and national support for a priority in the National Park 
Service budget for the full structural restoration of the Chateau.

Member to Member
Business Works!

Welcome To Our New Members
Member descriptions as provided by our members or stated on their websites

Photo by Sean Bagshaw



Ribbon Cutting at Judith Pavlik Photography, on May 15, 2015
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Be Involved With

Board of directors

Lisa Beam  Pasta Piatti/Sesame Asian Kitchen ~ Past President
Cindy Bernard  Rogue Valley Roasting Co. ~ President
Marie Donovan  Ashland Homes Real Estate
Livia Genise  Camelot Theatre Co.
Drew Gibbs  Alchemy Restaurant and Bar at the Winchester Inn
Annie Hoy  Ashland Food Co-op
Nancy Morgan  Yala
Jac Nickels  Architectural Design Works ~ Secretary/Treasurer
Judith Pavlik  Judith Pavlik Photography
Meiwen Richards  US Bank
Sue Springer  Illahe Studios 
Jim Teece  Ashland Home Net/Project A
Eric Weisinger  Weisinger Family Winery ~ Vice President 

staff

Sandra Slattery  Executive Director
Katharine Cato  VCB, Sales & Marketing Director 
Dana Welsh  Operations Manager/Graphic Designer/Web Administration
Dana Preston  Membership Development Manager
Graham Lewis   Volunteer Coordinator/Staff Photographer
Kelsey Holderness Projects and Special Events Coordinator

office Volunteers

Bob Arago,  Joyce Epstein,  Tina Bolling,  Barbara Field,  Claire Fincher,  Jacqui 
Harris,  Bettie Henry,  Bob Horton,  Lois Jones, Barbara Keen, Diane Kish,  John 
Kloetzel,  Brigitte Kreutz,  Mary Mastain,  Judith Pavlik, Ginnie and Larry Pearson, 
Colette Pleich,  Judi Pocan,  Maynard Telpner,  Lorrayne Whitten and Jim 
Watkins.

Greeters: Please arrive by 8:15am. If you would like to host Greeters, please call Dana Preston at the Chamber office: (541) 482-3486 ext. 107.

Photos by Graham Lewis

Celebrating an anniversary or expansion of your business? 
Call us today to schedule a Ribbon Cutting!

Ribbon Cutting at Ashland Creek Park on May 20, 2015

June 5 Le Mera Gardens Farm, on Old Jackson Rd., Ashland -  
  Signage to Direct Traffic

June  12 Roxyann Lanes, 2375 S. Pacific Hwy., Medford 

June  19 True South Solar, 330 E. Hersey St. #7

June 26 Holistic Health & Fitness, 2205 Ashland St. Unit 104


