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Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday Celebration
Monday, January 19th
At the Historic Ashland Armory
Visit Facebook Page for more info

Mt. Ashland Ski Area 
Snowsports school, retail, rentals, 
café and T-bar
Visit www.mtashland.com for 
updated snow reports

Submissions for Ashland’s 
Old-Fashioned Fourth of 
July Theme and Grand 
Marshal accepted through 
January 2015.  
Submit your nomination to 
kelsey@ashlandchamber.com 

Happy New Year!
From the Ashland 
Chamber Staff

Welcoming Visitors to enjoy 
Ashland, as they like it
-by Katharine Cato, Director of Marketing, Sales &  
Ashland’s Visitor Bureau

Ever wonder how tourism happens in Ashland? The Ashland Chamber’s VCB 
promotes Ashland as a visitor destination, engaging travelers year round.  The goal 
is to promote and provide a great experience that will make them want to return. 
By marketing to and engaging the visitor, tours and groups, we enrich lives and 
sometimes convert those visitors into residents.  

The work of the Ashland Chamber’s VCB, for over thirty years, has included marketing and promoting 
Ashland’s amenities and special events. It also includes creating exposure through advertising campaigns, 
growing partnerships and building the innovative tools it takes to deliver the visitor message. Analysis and 
fulfillment are also part of the work that studies who our visitor is and what they want.

The Ashland Chamber’s VCB promotes Ashland’s cultural, culinary and outdoor experiences. Ashland has 
a population of 20,000 and welcomes over 300,000 visitors annually.  Approximately half of those visitors 
come to see plays at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.  While Ashland would not be Ashland without the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, as it’s the cornerstone of Ashland’s culture, there are many reasons why folks 
visit Ashland. 

Building upon OSF, visitors are attracted to Ashland’s culture that encompasses art galleries, music, performing 
arts and history.  Ashland’s culinary scene attracts foodie travelers from around the world with over 80 
restaurants, talented chefs, restaurateurs and wineries.  The most recent Ashland Culinary Festival, produced 
by the Ashland Chamber’s VCB put the spotlight on these restaurants by creating a fun culinary weekend in 
November.  One can look forward to special offerings during Ashland’s Restaurant Preview Week February 
2nd – 9th that brings visitors and locals alike closer to the amazing chefs. Ashland has had a very loyal visitor 
for decades and while we continue to invite them, we also invite and engage the younger, active visitor here 
for mountain biking, microbrews, girlfriend getaways, wellness retreats, athletic competitions and those who 
see Ashland as a dynamic base camp for exploring the outdoors. 

Thank you to each person and business that helps to welcome visitors, provide unmatched experiences and 
offer products and services that makes the visitors stay in Ashland memorable.  It is an honor to promote 
Ashland and we appreciate the fabulous job the tourism related businesses do year round to deliver that 
experience.  Let us look ahead together to a happy and successful 2015! 

Engage in your Membership 
with the Ashland Chamber of 
Commerce
-by Dana Preston, Membership Development Manager 

Happy New Year from the Ashland Chamber. The Ashland business community 
is vibrant, and you as a small business, are at the heart of it.   We thank you for 
your continued membership with the Ashland Chamber for the upcoming year.  
Your Ashland Chamber of Commerce continues to develop and enhance new and 
existing ways to grow your business. Over the next year, the Ashland Chamber 

will expand upon the Ashland Business Resource Portal (www.ashlandbusinessresource.com), providing new 
tools, opportunities for professional development and national, state and local resources for your business.

Membership opportunities continue to grow. Be sure to take advantage of your expanded member page 
on ashlandchamber.com. Analysis of our website shows continued growth and the Membership Directory 
is one of the most popular areas the site. Locals and visitors are looking for your business on the Ashland 
Chamber’s website and you will want to make sure it tells them the full story of your business.

Keep in touch with the Ashland Chamber as opportunities for educational workshops and professional 
development will be occurring throughout 2015.

Finally, get involved with the Ashland Chamber. If you are interested in hearing more about projects, programs 
and committees that you can take advantage of through your membership, contact me for more information. 
We would love to have you involved.

2015 is going to be a great and successful year for the Ashland business community. We are looking forward 
to being a part of your business’ success!

Visit our website at
ashlandchamber.com
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P R O J E C T S  &  P R O G R A M S

Theme Announced for 2015 Living & Doing Business 
Guide
Annually, the Ashland Chamber produces a community profile and relocation guide for Ashland, the Living & Doing Business 
Guide. For 2015, the publication will look at engagement in the community of Ashland for an existing, new or potential resident. The 
residents of Ashland and the character of this community are what makes Ashland so inviting to new residents. This year’s publication 
will continue to showcase the wonderful amenities that help Ashland thrive and the way residents can engage more fully within 
their community. Book your space and advertise in this beautiful publication today. Deadline to reserve: January 31st. Contact Dana 
Preston at members@ashlandchamber.com and 541-482-3486 ext. 107.

Enter to Win a Night out during Ashland Restaurant Preview Week 
February 2nd – 9th 
As a local, you can enjoy Ashland’s thriving culinary scene year round! Produced by the Ashland Visitor & Convention Bureau, 2015 Ashland Restaurant Preview 
Week features amazing specials and discounts throughout town.  Enter to win a night out at one of the participating restaurants by dining there or entering online.  
The Preview Week will include specials, fun culinary workshops and dinners.  We invite you to visit Ashland Culinary Festival’s Top Chef 2014 – James Williams at 
Omar’s Steak & Seafood and see what delicious dishes James is preparing.  Support your local restaurants and dine out with us the first week of February.  For 
more information visit www.ashlandchamber.com/food2015 

Holiday Spirit Found at the Festival of Light 2014
On Friday, November 28th - Ashland welcomed Santa, his reindeer and elves, dancing Rockettes, lighted parade entries and over 8,000 spectators downtown to 
light the town for the holidays.  The annual Festival of Light Celebration is produced by the Ashland Chamber’s Visitor & Convention Bureau (VCB). Each year 
the Ashland Chamber & VCB light and decorate the town through generous support of sponsors and partnership with the City of Ashland.  From the historic, 
refurbished red lanterns on East Main Street and the winter banners on Lithia Way, to the snowflakes on Ashland Street and the wreaths and bows that adorn 
downtown, these decorations are made possible by the Ashland Chamber with support from sponsorship from the private and public sector.   

The Celebration began with music on the Plaza at 1pm with Livia Genise of Camelot Theatre Company as the Event Emcee.  The SOU Dance Performance 
Class, Company and Clark Dancers of Ashland, JenUWin Caroling, Siskiyou Violins, Thanks for the Memories Theatre Company, The Rogue Valley Peace Choir and 
Camelot Theatre Company performed for the crowds strolling through town.  Just before the parade began, The Gift of the Magi was read by Livia Genise and Jeff 
Golden and was followed by Caroling lead by Gregory Capp after the Grand Illumination.  Ashland is one of Santa’s favorite stops each year.  Santa says he “looks 
forward to bringing holiday cheer and turning on the lights each year in Ashland.”  Thank you to all of Santa’s helpers and to the community of Ashland who helped 
the Ashland Chamber of Commerce light the town and bring holiday cheer during the 22nd annual Festival of Light Celebration.

Photos by Graham Lewis



Barrett Business Services, Inc. (BBSI)
Contact: Joe, Rossi – Area Manager
3512 Excel Drive Ste. 107, Medford OR 97504
(541) 772-5469
www.barrettbusiness.com
BBSI provides workforce management solutions: Worker Compensation 
coverage/Risk Management, Payroll Administration, Recruiting/Temp Staffing, 
and HR Consultation. Our core purpose is to advocate for the owners of 
small and mid-sized companies driving value to their business. By aligning our 
expertise in human capital with the mission of the business owner, we bring 
stability and predictability to their business model, helping them run more 
efficient companies.  Our differentiator is our hands-on, team-based model 
in which senior level professional teams partner with our clients in each 
market.

Pacific Properties
Contact: Elizabeth Owens, General Manager
725 Royal Ave., Medford, OR 97504 (Corporate Offices)
(541) 482-RENT
www.sorents.com
Pacific Properties is the largest residential property management company 
that is privately owned in the Southern Oregon area. Pacific Properties has 
a wide variety of listings. From cozy studios and apartments to houses and 
commercial properties, all in convenient locations that are close to the places 
you go and things you need.  For more information, visit their website at 
www.sorents.com.

Artisan Eye Works
Contact: Michael & Kimberly Hoyt, Co-owners
215 Fourth St., Ashland, OR 97520
(541) 708-5350
www.artisaneyeworks.com
With more than 20 years of optometry experience in the Rogue Valley, 
Doctors Michael and Kimberly Hoyt are proud to open Artisan Eyeworks 
their private, boutique practice, in Ashland’s Historic Railroad District. They 
believe in developing genuine human connections. They enjoy getting to 
know patients beyond their diagnosis and in the process, hopefully create 
a richer experience for those that seek their care. In the time of rapid 
fire healthcare, they decided to intentionally turn in a different direction, 
to see fewer patients daily and spend much more time with each of them. 
They provide excellent, individualized eye care, from basic vision exams 
to complex diagnosis and treatment of medical conditions. They also 
offer hand-crafted, unique eyewear typically reserved for the likes of San 
Francisco, Portland and Seattle.

Bacchus Tours
Contact: Jon & Lisa Nystedt
(541) 414-5274
www.bacchuswinerytours.com
Join us for an exquisite winetasting experience designed for both the 
novice and connoisseur alike. Enjoy a leisurely ride in our Mercedes 
Sprinter, through pastoral landscapes and observing the best vineyards 
Southern Oregon has to offer. Discover the history and lore of the local 
AVA and wineries, as well as sample new varietals. Let Bacchus be your 
guide to a memorable and safe wine tasting experience. Contact us and 
book one of our existing tours, or grab your friends and design your own!

Welcome To Our New Members
Member descriptions as provided by businesses

Member to Member Business Works!

Photo by Sean Bagshaw

Ashland’s 26th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Holiday Celebration
Ashland’s 26th annual Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Celebration is scheduled for 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m., Monday, 
January 19 at the Historic Ashland Armory in downtown Ashland. The event is free and open to the public, though 
everyone is encouraged to bring a non-perishable food item to donate to the Ashland Food Bank. 

This year, the event will also celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act, the federal legislation that 
prohibits racial discrimination in voting. The celebration’s theme is “Share the Dream, Live the Reality.” 

Civil-rights activist, Dr. Geneva Craig will be the keynote speaker. 

Students from the Ashland School District and Southern Oregon University, Oregon Shakespeare Festival 
company members, and local performers will share their words and songs on the life and vision of Dr. King. 
Featured performances include the Rogue Valley Gospel Group, Samba do Coração, and spoken-word poetry by 
Alexander Dang and Clementine Von Radics. 

Following the event, the SOU Black Student Union will lead a march to the Plaza where Dr. King’s “I Have a 
Dream” speech will be played in its entirety.

Doors open at 11:30 a.m. This is a family event and all ages are welcome. Seating is limited and available on a first 
come basis. For overflow attendees, there is a live-streaming simulcast held at Standing Stone Brewery, 101 Oak 
Street.

For more information contact Claudia Alick, Oregon Shakespeare Festival at (541) 482-2111 x435 or Michelle 
Zundel (541) 482-1310.
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Be Involved With

Board of directors

Lisa Beam  Pasta Piatti/Sesame Asian Kitchen ~ Past President
Cindy Bernard  Rogue Valley Roasting Co. ~ President
Marie Donovan  Ashland Homes Real Estate
Livia Genise  Camelot Theatre Co.
Drew Gibbs  Alchemy Restaurant and Bar at the Winchester Inn
Annie Hoy  Ashland Food Co-op
Nancy Morgan  Yala
Jac Nickels  Architectural Design Works ~ Secretary/Treasurer
Judith Pavlik  Judith Pavlik Photography
Meiwen Richards  US Bank
Sue Springer  Illahe Studios and Gallery 
Jim Teece  Ashland Home Net/Project A
Eric Weisinger  Weisinger Family Winery ~ Vice President 

staff

Sandra Slattery  Executive Director
Katharine Cato  VCB, Sales & Marketing Director 
Dana Welsh  Operations Manager/Graphic Designer/Web Administration
Dana Preston  Membership Development Manager
Graham Lewis   Volunteer Coordinator/Staff Photographer
Kelsey Holderness Projects and Special Events Coordinator

office Volunteers

Bob Arago,  Joyce Epstein,  Tina Bolling,  Barbara Field,  Claire Fincher,  Jacqui 
Harris,  Bettie Henry,  Bob Horton,  Lois Jones,Barbara Keen, Diane Kish,  John 
Kloetzel,  Brigitte Kreutz,  Mary Mastain,  Judith Pavlik, Ginnie and Larry Pearson, 
Colette Pleich,  Judi Pocan,  Maynard Telpner,  Lorrayne Whitten and Jim Watkins.

Greeters: Please arrive by 8:15am. If you would like to host Greeters, please call Dana Preston at the Chamber office: (541) 482-3486 ext. 107.

Jan. 2 NO GREETERS
Jan. 9 Live At The Armory, 208 Oak St.
Jan. 16 Reel House Films at Joseph Linaschke Photography,   
 1085 Benson Way Unit 2

Jan. 23 Mountain Meadows, 857 Mountain Meadows Dr.
Jan. 30 Elks Lodge, 255 E. Main St.


