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Ashland Chamber’s 
Business Education 
Series Presents Smoke 
Preparedness Workshop:
Wednesday, February 21st
On February 21st, the Ashland Chamber will 
host a workshop on how to be more prepared 
for smoke impacts to your business. 

Speakers will address:
• Why and how to prepare your business to lessen the impacts of smoke
• Sources and outlook for smoke
• Smoke and your health – what to do to protect yourself, your employees and your  
 customers
• Resources and recommended equipment to improve your business 
• How to get accurate information that is timely and helpful
• Basic steps to make necessary changes – how to take action now before smoke arrives  
 – hands-on Workbook

When:   Wednesday, February 21, 2018, 8:00 am – 11:00 am

Where: Ashland Community Center, 59 Winburn Way

RSVP:  www.ashlandchamber.com/workshops

Chamber Member: $15                                         Non- Member: $25

Coffee & light snacks provided 

Presenters and Partners:

Ashland Chamber of Commerce
Ashland Fire & Rescue

City of Ashland 
Fire Learning Network – The Nature Conservancy

United States Forest Service
Asante Ashland Community Hospital

In & About Ashland becomes the Ashland Visitor Guide 
Travel Ashland (the Ashland Visitor & Convention Bureau) creates dynamic, multi-platform 
campaigns to inspire visitors to make Ashland their next destination. Through targeted 
advertising, thoughtful co-ops and partnerships, and creating exciting events, Travel Ashland 
brings people to Ashland and your business. 

The Ashland Visitor Guide (formerly, the In & About Ashland Visitor’s Guide) is a resourceful tool 
for visitors drawn to Ashland and southern Oregon. It provides an annual calendar and helpful 
itineraries so that visitors can make the most out of their stay. Travel Ashland creates inspiration 
for our visitors through beautiful photography and insight into some of the best features our 
area has to offer. 

Advertise in this guide to help showcase your business to visitors as we inspire them to make 
Ashland their next destination. Advertising information is available at ashlandchamber.com/AVG 
or contact Dana Preston at (541) 482-3486 ext. 107 or members@ashlandchamber.com to reserve 
your spot today.  



P R O J E C T S  &  P R O G R A M S

February is Ashland Culinary Month 

Celebrating Ashland’s culinary scene, February is the time to taste local.  Travel Ashland invites you to take part in Ashland Culinary Month 
that includes Restaurant Week Feb. 5th – 12th.  All month long there are restaurant specials to enjoy, cooking classes to take, food and wine 
pairings to taste and culinary events to attend.  For the past few years, Restaurant Week has grown to include amazing restaurant specials 
and an enter to win a night out.  This year, Culinary Month encompasses Southern Oregon Wine Country, one of the top 10 best wine travel 
destinations in the world according to Wine Enthusiast.  As a local you can enjoy what many visitors travel to take part in. 

The purpose of Ashland Culinary Month and Restaurant Week is to showcase Ashland’s award-winning culinary scene including Southern 
Oregon Wine Country, the restaurants, the food artisans and talented chefs and amenities one can enjoy in February.  Travel Ashland creates 
this promotion to engage the food and beverage industry and share the offerings to both locals and visitors.  This promotion of Ashland 
Culinary Month invites visitors to experience Ashland in February which is different than in the summer months. You can talk with Chefs, 
meet winemakers and enjoy a quieter experience while perhaps skiing Mt. Ashland or enjoying the spa.  The goal is to invite visitors here each 
month of year for different reasons including inviting them during the times when it is slower such as February.   

Not only can you learn about all the delicious restaurant specials, you can check out the happy hours in Ashland, Valentine’s day specials, live 
music, culinary events, wine tasting room hours, theatre happenings and getaway packages.  To learn more go to www.travelashland.com

Ashland Chamber Seeks 2018 4th of July Nominations for Theme & Grand 
Marshal – deadline February 12th
Planning is underway for the 2018 4th of July Celebration – Wednesday, July 4th. For over 100 years, the Ashland Chamber has produced this 
community event covering the parade, activities in the park and bandshell, and the public fireworks display in the evening. Each year there is a 
theme, something that ties the event together, to honor in the parade and festivities that day. Themes have included community celebrations 
such as Commitment to Community, to themes that celebrate patriotism such as Let Freedom Ring, Together We Sing and American Music.

Additionally, the event celebrates an individual, or group of individuals, deserving of recognition for their accomplishments, related to or 
unrelated to the year’s theme.  In 2017, our 4th of July Committee voted to honor our Servicemen and Women of the Armed Forces. For the 
parade, we invited all those who were currently serving and Veteran to walk or ride in the Parade as our group of Grand Marshals – a continue 
to carry through each year forward.   

If you have nominations for the theme and/or Grand Marshal, please email them to Kelsey Frantz at kelsey@ashlandchamber.com or deliver 
them to the Ashland Chamber office at 110 E. Main (by mail to PO Box 1360) by Noon on Monday, February 12th. Please include reasoning 
and descriptive information about each theme and Grand Marshal nomination for the committee. 

There are so many ways to take part in the 4th of July celebration. Rally your neighborhood and put together a float for the parade, listen to 
music groups at the bandshell in the afternoon, sign-up for a booth in Lithia Park, attend the American Band College concert at the Ashland 
High School stadium and watch the public fireworks display, sponsor the event, or participate in our crowd funding campaign. For more 
information Ashland’s largest community event visit www.ashlandchamber.com/4thofjuly

A Letter from Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Dear Ashland Business Community:

It is our delight to welcome you to the 2018 season!

Join us as we revel in the incomparable genius of Shakespeare:  a pair of star-crossed lovers take the stage, under the stars and with lush period 
detail, in Romeo and Juliet; the intimate tragedy, Othello, in the Thomas Theatre; the completion of the Henriad with Henry V where actor 
Daniel José Molina completes his immersive three-play transformation from reckless party-boy Prince Hal to the shrewd and ruthless young 
leader; then to Love’s Labor’s Lost, the charming and linguistically nimble, music-filled comedy in the Allen Elizabethan Theatre. Completing 
the three play selection in the outdoor theatre this year is Lauren Gunderson’s look at Shakespeare’s First Folio in a lively, funny, poignant love 
letter to theatre and the printed word in The Book of Will.

Also playing in the Thomas Theatre this season we offer two world-premiere productions. The OSF American Revolutions commissioned play 
The Way the Mountain Moved written by acclaimed playwright Idris Goodwin and directed by May Adrales and Manahatta a timely drama by 
celebrated playwright, activist and attorney Mary Kathryn Nagle that illuminates the tragic consequences of commercial exploits, including 
the removal of Native American people and the attempted eradication of their culture, that gave rise to the America we know today. 

To round out the season in the Bowmer Theatre we present the lively adaptation of Jane Austen’s sparkling romance, Sense and Sensibility; 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s popular musical Oklahoma!, where Artistic Director Bill Rauch’s production breaks new ground with same-sex 
lead couples and other LGBTQ2+ casting that affirms the identity spectrum in a delightful, insightful celebration of love in its many forms; the 
thrilling update of a classical Chinese drama into a modern, vivid ghost (and love) story in Snow in Midsummer and Karen Zacarías’s hilarious, 
provocative and revolutionary send-up of the telenovela genre, Destiny of Desire. Visit osfashland.org to learn even more about the 2018 
season and all it has to offer.

$20 Hospitality Special - Special Early Season Ticket Offer

We would like to invite the Ashland hospitality community a special price for the following performances early in the 2018 season. Please feel 
free to pass this offer to your colleagues and employees in the local hospitality community. 

 Othello: February 16, 20, 27, March 1 Sense and Sensibility: February 17, 21, 28, March 1

 Henry V: February 21, 27   Destiny of Desire: February 18, 22, 28

Order your $20 hospitality tickets for these selected shows online at www.osfashland.org with promo code 17471. You may also visit the Box 
Office at 15 S. Pioneer Street, or call 800.219.8161 and ask for the Hospitality $20 hospitality ticket offer with Promo Code 17471. Offer expires 
February 15. No Refund/No Exchanges, new orders only.

Please join us to create a wonderful 2018 season for our local community and visitors. We look forward to seeing you in the theatre soon!
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Stepping into Ostras! is like walking through a portal to some far away place: 
rustic and comfortable, with high ceilings, brick walls, and upholstered seating. 
But it is also decidedly Southern Oregon, with lots of local ingredients for their 
international flavors, and a wine list showcasing the region’s best bottles. Far from 
the original tapas days, where the only bottle of wine was one the proprietor made 
out back, Ostras! has an Argon gas-based wine dispensing system that allows them 
to offer by-the-glass choices and tastes to assist with your wine selection. And their 
commitment to proper pairing reflects in their decision to include a retail wine 
shop, where patrons can purchase a bottle to accompany their meal at regular 
retail pricing and enjoy it without a corkage fee. If other adult beverages are your 
thing, the clever mixologists at Ostras! have created a line of craft cocktails that 
also utilize fresh and local ingredients, and are worth the visit all by themselves. 
But you’d be remiss to overlook the food, especially the seafood tapas and their 
incredible sauces: scallops with romesco, prawns and harissa verde, clams with 
chorizo and fennel, and, when available, oysters. If you didn’t already know it, ostras 
means oysters in Spanish. And while meal size portions are available for some 
dishes, you are strongly encouraged to take a taste tour through the tapas menu. 
Open Tues through Sun from 5pm.

Platinum Xcursions
Darrin & Heidi DeRoule, Owner
(541) 200-9898
platinumxcursions.com
Platinum Xcursions provides private, luxury transportation throughout the 
Southern Oregon region. Enjoy a first-class, tailored experience and optimum 
comfort inside a custom Mercedes-Benz Sprinter Van, trimmed out with hardwood, 
leather, a bar, and state-of-the-art technology. A comfortable seating configuration 
allows for easy conversation, and large windows allow for amazing views of the 
region’s iconic scenery. 

Spark Chiropractic & Acupuncture
Contact: MaryAnn Geness, owner
258 A St. Ste. 8, Ashland, OR 97520
 (541) 324-9736
Sparkashland.com
The doctors at Spark Chiropractic and Acupuncture approach care of their patients 
in a pragmatic way, that is: Do What Works.   In that Drs. MaryAnn and Geoff Geness, 
have collectively, 32 years of direct patient care, they have many tools in their belts 
and offer varied approaches to help their patients. They have a strong education in 
Diversified, Science-based chiropractic adjusting and also utilize other treatment 
styles such as drop table, activator and other low force techniques.  They customize 
every patient’s treatment plan to fit what works best for them. They are highly 
skilled at treating all musculoskeletal complaints, from life-long headaches to 
sprained knees to jaw pain. Dr. MaryAnn was a massage therapist for twelve years 
before becoming a chiropractor, so she adds muscle work into all of her treatments.  
She also is an in-network provider for most health insurance plans and as well as 
Worker’s Comp injuries and motor vehicle accident claims.  Dr. Geoff seamlessly 
blends Western and Eastern medicine in his practice as both a chiropractor and 
an acupuncturist. The staff at Spark Chiropractic and Acupuncture recognize that 
sometimes all it takes is a spark from the outside to allow someone to heal their 
own selves and they honor the self-empowerment that this brings. 

As You Dream It
Contact: Audrey Shapiro- Certified DreamBuilder Coach
(541) 631-1946
AudreyShapiro.DreamBuilderCoach.com
As a DreamBuilder Coach, I help people discover and build their dreams so that 
they can live a life they truly love. Whether clients are in the discovery phase of 
building their Dreams or wanting to pursue lifelong Dreams not yet brought into 
reality, the DreamBuilder Program leads clients on a revealing, fun and transforming 
journey. Clients discover that the process of DreamBuilding is like nothing else they 
have ever experienced. One becomes a freer, fuller, more expanded version of 
themselves and learns that ultimately it is the journey of who they become in the 
process that becomes the real gift.  While engaging in the Program, clients discover 
greater confidence, self-worth and inner peace which leads to greater success in the 
areas of life that matter most to them: Love and Relationships, Career or How We 
Spend Our Time Creatively, Health and Well-Being and Time and Money Freedom. 
DreamBuilder coaching offers inspiration, motivation and accountability, through 
time-spaced repetition which provides the kind of support necessary to achieve 
great Dreams. I offer presentations ranging between 20 minutes to 90 minutes, 
‘Lunch and Learn’ trainings, or afternoon workshops to groups, organizations and 
companies. Audiences are always ignited by these trainings! Please contact me to 
let me know how I can serve and support you in achieving your Dreams!

Journal Graphics
Contact: James VanNess, Sales Associate
2840 NW 35th Avenue, Portland, OR 97210
(503) 790-9100
journalgraphics.com
Our experienced staff produces quality products meeting customers’ timelines and 
budgets. Journal Graphics offers full service printing, bindery, mailing, and digital 
solutions to provide the best outcome for your project.  Print customers have 
choices. We at Journal Graphics recognize the need to be flexible and responsive 
in an ever changing print marketplace. We look for long-term client relationships 
in which we can partner and contribute to our customers’ success. Guided by our 
customers’ needs, Journal Graphics has purchased state of the art equipment, 
allowing the company to remain competitive while producing high end magazines, 
catalogs, and brochures along with our family of monthly publications.  Journal 
Graphics is a family owned company that has evolved over the last 80 years from 
a newspaper publisher, known as the Daily Journal of Commerce, to one of the 
leading web printers in the Pacific Northwest.

Ostras! Tapas & Bottle Shop
Contact: Oliver Fix, Proprietor
47 N. Main St. Ashland OR 97520
(541) 708-0528
Ostrasashland.com
Located on the Ashland Plaza, Ostras! Tapas and Bottle Shop is brought to you by 
Ashland restaurateur Billy Harto, the man behind Thai Pepper and Kobe in Ashland, 
and Bambu in Medford. Harto partnered with one of his long-time employees, 
Oliver Fix, for this venture, and the sum of their culinary expertise has resulted 
in one of those restaurants that works on all levels: setting, menu, and service. 

Welcome To Our New Members
Member descriptions as provided by our members or stated on their websites

Member News
Harry & David Launches ‘Hosted Dinners’ with a kick off at Larks Medford on 
February 9.

Enjoy a unique dining experience featuring seasonal fruits and gourmet foods from Harry & David in the best restaurants from coast to coast.  
Hosted dinners are thoughtfully curated events with custom menus designed by the most talented chefs in the country. Each dinner is an 
invitation to explore the gourmet offerings available from Harry & David. 

Meet Executive Chef Maggie Trujillo, who has created a three-course dinner featuring Harry & David gourmet products and ingredients. View 
the menu and reserve your spot today at https://www.harryanddavid.com/hosted-dinners. For more information call 800.961.0495 or email 
HostedDinners@HarryandDavid.com.

Also follow along @HarryandDavid for future events!

Interested in EV charging in Ashland?
City of Ashland is compiling a list of Ashland businesses that have an interest in EV charging. That could be an interest in:

1.       EV charging for customers
2.       Workplace Charging for employees
3.       An Electric fleet for your business
4.       General interest, wanting more information

The City is in the very early stages of determining future EV charging needs and seeks to identify interested businesses early in the process. Facilitating 
the transition to electric vehicles (EV) is a key element of Ashland’s Climate Plan.

If any of the above is of interest to your business, please contact Stu Green at City of Ashland  (stu.green@ashland.or.us) with subject line ‘Ashland EV’.
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Be Involved With

Board of directors

Gary Blake Recology Ashland 
Deena Branson Branson’s Chocolate, LLC ~ Executive Committee Member
Sheila Clough Asante Ashland Community Hospital
Marie Lange Ashland Homes Real Estate ~ Past President
Mary Gardiner SOU International Programs ~ President
Debra Ingram First Interstate Bank
Julie Gurwell Hearsay Restaurant, Lounge & Garden
Elijah Katkin Brickroom
Jac Nickels Architectural Design Works  ~ Executive Committee Member
Meiwen Richards Honorary Life Member
Anne Robison The Crown Jewel
Larry Steiner Edward Jones
Eric Weisinger Weisinger Family Winery 

Visitor & conVention Bureau committee:
Don Anway Neuman Hotel Group
Vicki Capp Ashland B&B Network/The Iris Inn B&B
Julie Gurwell Hearsay Restaurant, Lounge & Garden 
Torrie Allen Oregon Shakespeare Festival
Tom Herrera Holiday Inn Express
Graham Sheldon Ashland B&B Network/Ashland Creek Inn ~ VCB Chair
Ariel Sherman Weisinger Family Winery
Michael Stringer Mt. Ashland
Hiram Towle Mt. Ashland
Pete Wallstrom Momentum River Expeditions

staff

Sandra Slattery Executive Director
Katharine Cato VCB & Marketing Director 
Dana Welsh Operations Manager/Graphic Designer/Web Administration
Dana Preston Membership & Business Development Director
Graham Lewis  Volunteer Coordinator/Staff Photographer
Kelsey Frantz Projects and Special Events Coordinator

office Volunteers

Bob Arago,  Joyce Epstein,  Barbara Field,  Claire Fincher,  Bob Horton,  Lois Jones, Barbara Keen, John Kloetzel,  
Brigitte Kreutz,  Mary Mastain,  Nancy Nerenberg, Colette Pleich,  Judi Pocan,  Joan Roberts, Maynard Telpner,  
Lorrayne Whitten and Jim Watkins.

Greeters: Please arrive by 8:00am. If you would like to host Greeters, please call Graham Lewis at the Chamber office: (541) 482-3486 ext. 103.

February 2 Standing Stone Brewing Co., 101 Oak St.
February 9 Blue Giraffe, 51 Water St.

February 16 Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 15 S, Pioneer St.
February 23 RV Genealogical Society, 3505 S. Pacific Hwy., Medford

2018 Ashland MLK Event      Photo by Graham Lewis


